Anti-CD4 autoantibodies and screening for anti-idiotypic antibodies to anti-CD4 monoclonal antibodies in HIV-seropositive people.
The cell-surface antigen CD4 is the major receptor for HIV. Anti-CD4 autoantibodies and anti-idiotypic antibodies to murine monoclonal anti-CD4 antibodies have been described in HIV-infected people. Ninety-seven sera from HIV-infected people at all stages of disease were examined for the presence of anti-idiotypic antibodies to three anti-CD4 monoclonal antibodies. None were found. The same sera were screened for antibodies reactive with soluble CD4, and five (5.2%) were positive. These antibodies did not recognize native CD4, and it is thought unlikely that they arise as anti-idiotypes to anti-gp120 antibodies.